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;4 SISTI'-IIQuTSlDU 

th is d~h of feding enough to keop womon a.ound in ord ....0 
u ...ciN' it in tho ....vic. of m.n, bul which foa•• lhi. ...mo dtp.h 
too much to u ami"" tho posaibiliti.. of il wilhin lhom.d~. So 
wom.n a... maintained at a dii tantlinb"ior posi. ion 10 be 
paychically milked, much .ho &am. way ant. maintain coloniell 
ofI phid< to providt lllife-giving ,uhou""" for thoi. m...ton. 

But t ho orol:ic 00." a woll of ,eploni, hing and provoo:ativt 
forco to tho Woml" who doo:o not feu itt .ovdarion, nor 'uc­
cumb .o .h. belieflhal ..naation is .nough. 

Tho .rol:ic h.u ofto" been misnamed by mt" and uoed agai.... 
womon. I. hao been mlde into .h. confuoed, the trivi al, .ho 
paychotic, tho plastid :red N'lUa.ion. For .his r.ason, "'" ha"" 
ofton turned aWlY from tho oxplora';on and consido.atio" d 
.ho orotic a. I lOUt« of POW'" and information, confu.ilti il 
with il! opposi •• , .h. po.nographic. But potn<>graphv;" a direcl 
donial of Iho powe. of .he erotic, for re ~ntt lho . uppres­
. ion of true feeling. Pornographv emphllli... N'lWI. ton without 
feeli ng. 

Tho orotic is I mtuu'" ~n 11.. beginnings of 011. N'Meof 
.tlf and tho chllO$ of our 'trongat feeling>. I. is In inl... nal ..,.... 
of . a. i. faction 10 which, o~ we ha"" experienced ii, we know 
we can a.pi.... For hiving ..,.periened the funoeoa of Ihis depth 
of feeling and .ecogniting ;I! P""""' , in honor and .tlf·re-pee. w. 

400 CIIn requi... no 1... of au.oelves. 
It i. ...ver .aov 10 demand the mOO! from ou,oelvtll, from 011' 

!Hves, ftom our work. To encou.age u ctllence is 10 RO beyond 
the .ncOUIIIB<"! mediocrity of our oociCTy i. 10 encoc rege . x_ 
cen.nc• . Bu. giving in 10 .h. f. u of f..ling and worki"ll .0 
capacity ;"a luxury on ly Ih. un in.entional Cln IIfford, and the 
unintemionll ate .hooe who do nor wi.h 10 guide .hoit own 
cleotini... 

I

This in.nnal requirement lowud exc.lI.nce which "", learn 
from'ho erotic moo, not be m;";OIUItUM II! demanding .h. im­
po6!ible from ouroelveo nor from OIh.l!, Such II d.mand in_ 
CIIpad'II'" tvC'fYO... in . he prot For the ..otic is not IIqu.... 
lion only of wha. w. do: i' i. a qu ion of how 1IC\l••1y lind fully 
w. Can f..l in Ih. doing. Once "'" know Ihe . xttnt 10 which w. 
arc CIIpable of feeli ng thaI ..rne of ..a.isfac.ion and compl",ion, 

Una or nu: z acnc S5 

~ "'" can .h. n obo..rw which of ou r VllriOUl life .ndcavora bri"ll 
~ u.d........o ,hll' full...... 

Tho aim of each .hing which"", do ;"10 make 011' lives and 
.h. liv.. of ou r child ...n rich• • and m""" po6!ibk. Wilhin lhe 
celebration of .h. trotic in all our .ndeavon, my work becotneo 
a con.dou. decision _ a longed.for bed which I . n 'n i'1I.efully 
and from which I riN' up . mpow....-d. 

Of toutN', women to empowered a.e dange.""" So "'" . ...
 
.augh, ' 0 5eP"-ra'e .h. erotic demand from mOO! vi'al . ,eao of
 
our Ii".. ",h.r .han .... And .h.l.ck of concern for ,he erotic
 
root: and &ati.fac.ionsof out work is fel. in OUr disaffection from
 
to much of ",hll' "'" do . For ilU.ana:, how often do "'" tru ly
 
lo~ our work ....,n II' i" moot difficulll
 

Tho principal horror ol any .""' em which defines the """"" in
 
'etm! 01plOfit ra,h...han in ' erma 01 human need. Or which
 
dd'in.. human need 10 ,he udu.ion of t he Jl5Ychk . nd et1lO"
 
tional componenl! of lha' need - th e principal horror of ....ch.
 
.",,'em i. that i, robo OUr work of it• • rotic v.lue, i.. erotit POW'"
 
and lif• • ppeal and fulfillm.nt. Such lI . v..em miuc.. work 10.
 
travtllty of nettMitiea, a duty by which w• • arn bread or obli.
 
vion for ou ....lves and Ih~ w" love. Bur ehis i. ' an'amoun' 10
 
blinding a pain ... and .h. n ."Ui"ll her 10 imp l'O~ h.. work.
 
lind 10 . "}oy .he ael of painting. I. is not only nexl.o impoui_
 
ble, it i. also proroundly cru. 1.
 

Ao women, "'" need toExamine the way. in ",hich our world
 
can be . rulv diff..en!!' am opeaklng her. of.he neeetllliTy for
 
rea.....ing .he quality of all .he I .peel! of our lives and oi OUt
 
work, and ofhow w. move 'OWl rd lind .hrou gh .hem.
 

Tho very word """,ic com.. from , h. Gt""k word .",., .h. pe•. 
""nifica.ion 01 love in all ito ""f'CC1II - bom 01 Chaot. lind per­
oonifying cr••ti~ power and hlltlflonv. When ' .pea k of the 
.....,.ic, ,hen, I $ptak of i' II! an assertion 01 .he lifefort. of 
wom.n; of th llt creative .n...1n' empowered , the knowledge and ~~ 

Ule 01 which w. ar. now .eclaiming in ou r language. ~ 

hio<ory, our dandng. OUt loving, ou r work, OUTlives. /' ''4 . 
Th....re frtqucnt atte mpt. 10 equate pornography and J
 

...oridsm, IWO diam....icaUv "I'Jl'O'C'i..- of ,he oexulIl. Because
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